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sometimes succeeded in assassinating,

-political assassination was one of the im-|

" Though'it is p'obably true that no Amen-'
can CIA official ever actually murdered al
foreign leader, there is plentiful material to

~ suggest that foreign nationals employed by

the CIA have attempted to assassinate, and!

key figures overseas on orders from Wash-,
ington. The narme of the game seems to be
murder by proxy. -

What is know at this 1uncture about CIA '

:assassmat:on plots?

. = For aone thing. they were the subject ofi’
the so-called “oral” report CIA Director Wil-

liam E. Colby presented to President Ford
shortly after the scandal broke out last De-
cember gver allegations that the agency;
had been involved in domestic spying. The:
content of this report is not publicly known,
but key sources in the Rockefeller Commis-
sion and the Senate select committee in-
vestigating the CIA informed Penthouse that

portant areas of their secret inquiries: This;
may explain why Helms, wholly out of char-;
acter, -lost his compaosure before newsmen:
minutes c,fterte‘;hfymg before the Rockefel-
fer Commission in Aoril.. .« .-
Senator Frank Church, the cha»rman of tha!
Senate Select Investigating Committea on |
Intelligence, concluded after hearing testi-%
mony by Helms and other, past and present'
agency officials that the CIA's formal deni-|
als of involvemant in assassination plotsi
“were correct but not complete -Church, |
however, spoke early in May, before his|
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. The assassination was carrisd out by a

" jillo’s assassination came in 2 White House
announcemsant while President Kennedy!
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in concert with-the U.S. army’'s Speacial
Forces, was involvad in orchastrating the
1961 assassination of the Dominican Re-
public’s dictalor, Rafael Leonidas Trujillo.

group of Dominicans on a lonaly road out-

s side the¢ity of Santo Domingo, but it is
Lvirtually certain that tha CIA was fully in-
formed of the oparation and may even have
supplied “technical assistance” (rifles) to
the Dominicans, accordingtoanintelligence
. ‘source. interestingly, the first word of Tru-

= was visiting Paris, which suggasts astound-

" ingly rapid repaorts from the U.s. repreuen—

tatwes on the spot. ’ .

‘Penthouss inves tigations also brought

out the following new material concerning
~_abortive CIA assassinatior plots abroad:

& -In the late 1950s, senior CIA officials in

" Asia proposed the assassination of Indone-

- sia’'s President Sukamo as part of a broader,

plot to overthrow his left-lsaning govern-

ment. At least one American pilot, em-|

p! oyed by tne CIA, was captured by Sukar-

“no’s forces during the coup attempt. To kill .
- Sukarng, the CIA, according io mtelhgence.
sources, planned to firé a shell from a cere-f
monial 105-mm cannon in front of the presx—,
dential palace while Sukarno spoke from a;
balcony. This plan, however, was vafopd‘onr'

the highest levels in Washington.

* In 1958, a plot was con-"octod to kill;
China’s Premier Chou En-laj during avisitto:
Rangoon Burma. This was at the beginning
" of the Soviet-Chinese split, and apparently,
the CIA reasoned that Chou's death would:

aggravate the devzloping split. The notion -
was that Chou was a moderate and thus'

posed anobstacletoa pmsm!e Soviet-Chi-
rmnore,
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